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360 Miscellanies. Oct. 

" I have already said that our Maker punishes nations in this woi-Id, because 
they exist only hem. Man's individuality exists forever. Nations are of 
this 'world alone. Their rise and their decay are not accidental. Virtue pro- 
duces the one, and crime and vice the other. Ages intervene, until the cup 
of iniquity is full. The kindled wrath of heaven sends forth the fire of des- 
olation to sweep them away. Countries which thousands of years ago were 
filled with a dense population, rich in teeming abundance, whose merchants 
were princes, and whose citizens lords of the earth, are now barren -wastes ; 
their ruined capitals the theatre for antiquarian research ; their itib-abitants 
wandering tribes, with whom the knowledge of former grandeur is so dilu- 
ted with fable as only to mislead the inquirer. 

" No just man can for a moment tolerate the monstrous wickedness of a 
war of conquest — war, the greatest temporal evil, except national dishonor, 
and never justifiable exeept a3 the ultimate resort. War, if unjust, is the 
greatest crime which stains the world." 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



Jefferson's view of War. — Under date of June 1, 1822, when Russia 
was on the event of war with Turkey, Thoma3 Jefferson, then 82 years old, 
wrote to John Adams who was 90, as follows : — "It seems that the Cannibals 
of Europe are going to eat one another again. A war between Russia and 
Turkey is like the battle of the kite and snake ; whichever destroys the 
other, leaves a destroyer less for the world. This pugnacious humor of 
mankind seems to be the law of his nature ; one of the obstacles to too great 
multiplication, provided in the mechanism of the Universe. The cocks of 
the hen-yard kill one another ; bears, bulls, rams, do the same, and the 
horse in his wild state kills all the young males, until, worn down with age 
and war, some vigorous youth kills him. * * « * Ihopeive shall prove 
~hou> much happier for man the Quaker policy is, and that the life of the feed' 
er is better than that of the fighter. And it is some consolation that the de- 
solation by these maniacs of one part of the earth, is the means of improv- 
ing it in the other part. Let the latter be our office , and let us riilk the 
cow while the Russian holds her by the horns, and Turk by the tail." 

Recoil of wrono efforts for liberty. — Spasmodic struggles in 
Europe, as elsewhere, for freedom by means of the sword, have resulted 
for the most part in still worse forms of oppression. " The excesses of the 
revolutionists in Germany, the speculations of socialists and communists in 
Prance, the failure ot the provisional republican government to re-establish 
order and security, all these together have excited apprehensions which could 
be allayed oniy by the prospect of having a very strong government in 
France." 

War not a means of social improvement. — All hope of improving the 
general condition of humanity by war, or violent convulsive movements among- 
the people, seems to be abandoned. The first is, as Mr. Jefferson dsecribed 
it, " the unprofitable contest to see which can do the other the most harm ;"■ 
and the latter have often disappointed the best hopes of humanity, from the 
utter incompetency of a people, long enslaved by civil and ecclesiastical 
tyrants, to adopt and execute a republican form of government. The very 
name of law is, with such a population, associated with tyranny ; and liberty 
is a license to act without restraint. Hence it is that, when the common 
security of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness " demands the cessa- 
tion of anarchy, the unhappy people can conceive of no means of deliver- 
ance but to take refuge in, despotism,. In a country long debased hy 
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Romanism, in conjunction with the civil power, a leaden despotism op- 
presses all the faculties of the soul, and reduces both mind and body to mere 
machinery under the direction of arbitrary power. England, Scotland, Hol- 
land, and the United States have passed through revolutions, and establish- 
ed representative governments, greatly bettering the condition of their peo- 
ple; but then the vast majority of the population of these countries were 
Protestants. No Romanist population has ever furnished such an example. 
Common sense is beginning on this subject to find pretty free utterance, 
from multitudes not. pledged to the cause of Peace. " Our people," says one of 
our journals, " have become too well convinced of the incapacity of the Eu- 
ropeans generally to sustain free institutions. The last sixty years have 
been fruitful in such attempts, and we cannot perceive that much has result- 
ed troni them except bloodshed, and occasionally placing leaders in tempo- 
rary power, who have been for the most part more tyrannical and less capa- 
ble than those they have superseded. Prince and patriot have ruled wilh 
equal tyranny. And it will ever be so until indivulual reform commences, 
and the really patriotic and good are content to look for better things in the 
slow but sure process of education, instead of a sweeping revolution and 
bloodshed. If the O'Connell fund had been expended in establishing free 
public schools, the seed would now be germinating in Ireland, that should 
produce fruitful harvests of prosperity and happiness. 

Quesr Sensibility for a Warrior. — Murat, so well known as one of 
Napoleon's boldest Marshal's, once said to the Count de Mosbourg, his 
friend and minister, who had administered his finances with talent and 
fidelity worthy of a great empire, and whom he remembered with the dis- 
interestedness and admiration of friendship : " My sweetest consolation, 
when I look back on my career as a soldier, a general, and a king, is that I 
never saw a man fall dead by my hand. It is not, of course, impossible that 
in so many charges, when I dashed my horse forward at the head of the 
squadrons, some pistol shots, fired at random, may have wounded or killed 
an enemy; but I have known nothing of the matter. If a man had fallen 
dead before me, and by my hand, his image would be always present to my 
view, and would pursue me to the tomb." 



THE IMPRESSED SAILOR'S CHILD. 

Mother, whore is our home to be ? 

Some sunny spot of rest, 
With here and there a shady tree, 
And grass and flowers the rest ? 

Why has my father left us here. 

So lonely and so long ? 
We never have an hour of cheer, 

No evening tale or song. 

Has he forgotten where we are, 

And seeks for us in vain ? 
Or has he ceased for us to care, 

And will not come again ? 

My child ! thy father is a slave ; 
His tyrant forced him hence. 

Oh ! curse — but hush, I must not rave- 
Mysterious Providence ! 

The king, whom we have never seen, 

Complained he had a foe ; 
And thousands to the war have been, 

And thousands more must go. 
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One night, my child, ere thou wast born, 

Returning home with me, 
Thy father from my side was torn, 

And carried ofi' to sea. 

I prayed (but 'twas a useless thing,) 

The king to intercede — 
They had a warrant from the king 

To do the very deed ! 

I ne'er since then have seen, my child, 

Thy father's face or form ; 
And none but thou and God have smiled 

As I have braved the storm. 

And we shall have no home again ! 

Oh ! let my soul abhor 
The pomp of kings, and pride of men; 

For these have made the war. 

But though thy wrongs, my child, be deep, 

Yet let them be forgiven ; 
Go, on thy cold hard pillow sleep ! 

Our home must be in heaven. 



Ryland Fletcher, Esq. — The following extracts from a letter sent by 
this gentleman to the Peace Convention in Pittsford, last February, are so 
excellent, that we cannot refrain from giving them a place, even at this late 
day. It is this spirit and these views which promise to put the State of 
Vermont ahead of all other States in effective zeal for our cause. We would 
to God our whole land were filled with such men, of whom that State has 
many. 

" I have long held in high regard this great Christian enterprise, and 
have watched with lively interest the advancing steps, as developed in the 
publications of the American Peace Society. I am anxious to identify my- 
self with the friends of Peace in Vermont, and blend my feeble efforts with 
those who are striving to advance this holy cause. Permit me to express my 
entire sympathy with your work, and to proffer my humble services in its 
advancement. Please assign me work, if there is any I can do. I 
would not stand in the great field of Christian benevolence and 
reform, amid the good influences of the age, "all the day idle. It is 
a matter of great rejoicing that a new and better spirit is abroad, that 
will never rest until this most terrific scourge that ever afflicted the world, is 
hunted from the earth. But a few years ago this philanthropic movement, 
adapted to remove a giant evil, was greeted by an explosion of scorn, and a 
dismal prophecy of speedy failure. But every successive year has developed, 
not only accessions of numbers, but a great increase of influence, earnestness 
and power. What good cause has not been assailed at its advent, or in its 
days of infancy and feebleness, by derision and sarcasm? Not one. I rejoice 
that there are men who, in spite of all the raillery and sarcasm which are 
tracking the footsteps of the reformer, persevere in the straight path of con- 
science, truth and duty. Is it not strange that Christianity should have been 
eighteen centuries delivering its heavenly lessons to the world, and men 
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should be so ignorant of its spirit and letter as to need to be told, that it is 
hostile to the spirit of war ? It would seem, that if the pulpit had been faith- 
ful to its high and holy trust, war would exist only as a foul blot on the his- 
tory of the remote past Have not the instructors of youth, and the conduc- 
tors of the press, fanned the fire that has filled the earth with carnage and 
misery ? War has been exhibited to our children under brilliant and decep- 
tive appearances, as something truly grand and noble. They have been fas- 
cinated with gaudy colors, with tinsel and spangles, feathers, plumes and 
floating banners. These errors should be dissipated, and they taught to know 
that there are other kinds of glory far more brilliant than that which hovers 
over warriors, and over gory battle-fields. Public journalists should have 
a courage worthy of their high position, and advocate truth and right, with- 
out inquiring what their " regular subscribers" will say about it. 

"I am troubling you too long. Let us be grateful that there is now going 
on in the minds of rulers, and in the minds of the people, a happy change 
on the subject of peace ; and grateful for everything that betokens a bright- 
er day, whose splendor shall not be darkened by the horrors of war. Let 
us ever keep in mirid, that success comes only by faith and hard work. Let 
us diffuse light and truth, and continue to press the subject upon the attention 
of legislators." 



ENGLAND. 
The Peace Conference ax Edinburgh, is definitely fixed for Octo- 
ber 12-13. The Herald of Peace for September publishes a call signed 
by Eichard Cobden, John Bright, Charles Histdley, and some fifteen 
other members of Parliament ; and by a hundred or more of such names 
as John Lee, LL.D., F.R.S., Samuel Davidson, D.D., LL.D., George 
Wilson, Joseph Sturge, John Burnet, John Campbell, D. D. 

" In addition to the general topics of International Arbitration, Mutual 
Reduction of Armaments, Non-intervention, &c, usually discussed at Peace 
Congresses, the attention of the assembly will be specially directed, in con- 
nection with recent events which have so deeply agitated the public mind, 
to the policy and necessity of revising those Treaties by which this country 
is bound to interfere, by force of arms, in the affairs of other nations." 

Influences of the Peace Society in England. — There can be no 
doubt, that the associated friends of Peace in Great Britain have gained a 
strong hold on the public mind : but it is amusing to observe how suddenly 
the pendulum has swung on this point from one extreme to the other ,and how 
sorely vexed are the leaders of the war party at the prevalence of pacific 
views in the government. Take a specimen from the last Herald of Peace : 

In fact, we are told with the greatest possible gravity, by our leading jour- 
nals, and with a cordiality of anger which sufficiently attests their sincerity, 
that the recent imminent hazards of war, in which Europe has been involv- 
ed, is entirelv owing to the Peace Society. Wonderful is the authority and 
power to which we have suddenly grown. If our heads are not completely 
turned with the sense of our own importance, it is owing solely to the innate 
modesty of our own nature. For the papers have done their utmost to puff 
our hearts with pride, at the marvellous exploits tliey ascribe to us. Not 
many years have elapsed since Dr. Southey said, ' that the Peace Society 
was too insignificant for contempt,' or words to that effect. And now it seams 
it is our covert influence that decides the policy of empires, that controls the 



